
How do I apply for both Food Pantry Grants available  
from United Dairy Industry of Michigan (UDIM)?
If you decide to apply for both Dairy Foods and Food Pantry Infrastructure grants, please 
complete two separate applications. We encourage you to communicate your prioritization 
preference on the last question of your application, as grants are competitive and approved 
based on available funds.  

What is the paperwork requirement upon grant approval and how 
do I access these?
Grant awardees will receive a survey link via email with access to the Letter of Agreement. 
You will be required to sign off indicating you have read the file and agree to the grant 
responsibilities. You are encouraged to download a copy for your records. An evaluation is 
required and due six months and one year post grant. Grant awardees that do not complete 
their evaluation will not be eligible for future grants. The evaluation will ask for metrics such as 
the number of people reached and total dairy distribution amounts.  

Can I apply for the Food Pantry Infrastructure grant to fund a 
larger ticket price item?
Yes, please provide a detailed description and budget of the larger ticket price item you wish 
to purchase. We may provide a recommendation based on what equipment might best serve 
the pantry.  

How does the dairy match work for the Dairy Foods grant?
The grant dollars awarded through the Dairy Foods grant are designed to be matching funds 
to money allocated by your food pantry to purchase dairy for your clients. For example, if you 
are requesting a Dairy Foods grant for $500, it is expected that your pantry would allocate 
the same amount approved ($500) to stock your food pantry with dairy products from a local 
food bank or retailer. This grant allows you to “double-up” your dairy food allocations ( $1,000) 
to stock your food pantry.    

How do I get the status of the equipment requested?
ULine and Global Industrial provide tracking information that will be shared with you once 
available. Cooler Management works with food pantries to schedule delivery. Please provide 
detailed delivery information in your application. This is passed on to the vendors.  

Please contact Cynthia (cynthia@milkmeansmore.org) for the most current information 
about your equipment.  
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How soon will equipment be available?  
Timelines for equipment vary by vendor. Some items are kept in stock and ship immediately 
while others are ordered as purchases are received. Please see below for a list of estimated 
vendor timelines. The UDIM team will keep grant recipients up to date with any information 
provided from the vendor, including unanticipated high demand and equipment backorders. 
Orders are placed with vendors once your Letter of Agreement (LOA) is signed. Estimated 
timelines should be calculated from the LOA due date.  

Vendor Timelines
Cooler Management (all coolers) – 6 to 12 weeks* 
ULINE/Global Industries – 1 week 

*Has fluctuated frequently due to supply chain disruptions.  

Are there consultations available to assess which equipment 
would work best for our space?
Yes, please reach out to Cynthia (cynthia@milkmeansmore.org) to schedule a consultation.  

Is there a limit to the number of coolers we can purchase with the 
grant? 
Our funding can only support commercial/industrial coolers, not coolers meant for residences. 
It is preferred you select equipment from our Recommended Equipment list found in the 
Grant Overview packet. In regard to quantity, you can apply for multiple coolers depending 
on your pantry’s needs; however, approval is based on fund availability and the overall 
strength of your application.  

Can you recommend sources for low-cost dairy products to 
maximize our resources? 
Please contact your food bank, local milk processor, grocery store, or bulk food supply store to 
source your dairy products and find the best value for your clients. 

Does UDIM provide reimbursement for equipment purchases?
No, UDIM does not provide reimbursement for equipment already purchased by your  
food pantry. 
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